Cardiovascular autonomic function and sympathetic skin response in chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy.
Quantitative cardiovascular autonomic function tests (AFTs) and sympathetic skin response (SSR) were performed in 12 patients with chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy (CIDP). Parasympathetic autonomic function was examined by Valsalva ratio and R-R interval variation during rest and deep breathing. Sympathetic autonomic function was evaluated by blood pressure responses to sustained handgrip and active standing. Using quantitative AFTs, subclinical autonomic dysfunction was demonstrated in three (25%) patients. Abnormal SSR was seen in six (50%) patients. Thus, mild autonomic dysfunction is present in many CIDP patients. The autonomic abnormalities involve parasympathetic or sympathetic components; in the sympathetic nervous system, both vasomotor and sudomotor fibers may be involved.